CHAPTER XII

OCCUPATION,  EVACUATION AND
RECONSTRUCTION

npOWARDS the end of June 1882 the situation in Egypt
X presented a most alarming sight. There was first the
Khedive, the legitimate lord of the country, stripped of all
power and taking refuge from the insurgents in Alexandria,
where a strong Allied squadron of battleships was anchoring
before the port ready for action at any time. Then there were
Orabi and the soldiery, vaunting their triumph over the
Khedive and posing as the unconquerable leaders of the
nation in their struggle for liberty and freedom from foreign
domination. The people as a whole were ostensibly siding
with Orabi but were inwardly cursing him, the Khedive and
the European Powers who were the cause of their being
enlisted in the army ready to be sent to the battlefield at any
time. The gentry, the wealthy landlords, the merchants, the
sheikhs and the officials of the Government all paid lip-service
to the military, contributed to their support and complied
with their orders; but they all lacked confidence in the power
of the military to steer the ship of state dear of danger. They
knew that the country could not possibly face a civil war
against the Khedive and at the same time fight the enemy
invading the country. This rift dividing the nation was the
canker that sapped the strength of the warriors and ate into
the heart of resistance when the battle drew near.

The Powers were not agreed on their policy regarding
Egypt. Although the joint note of January 8 was implemented
in May by the presence of an Allied squadron, the two inter-
ested governments were at a loss what to do next They had
hoped that the insurgents would be cowed into submission at
the appearance of the squadron or that the Khedive would
derive power from its presence and strike at the heart of the
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